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[image: ]Agreement relating to Consultancy Assistance

An agreement concerning
[Name of procurement]


has been entered into between:
[Enter here]
_____________________________________________________
(hereinafter referred to as the Customer)

and
[Enter here]
_____________________________________________________
(hereinafter referred to as the Consultant)

(individually referred to as a Party and jointly as the Parties)


Place and date:
[Please enter the place and date]
____________________________________________________


	[Customer name]
[Customer business registration number]
	[Consultant name]
[Consultant business registration number]

	
____________________________
The Customer’s signature
	
______________________________
The Consultant’s signature




This Agreement shall be signed in two copies, one for each Party.


Enquiries
[bookmark: _Toc139680080][bookmark: _Toc367282448][bookmark: _Toc511649953][bookmark: _Toc136153043][bookmark: _Toc136170714][bookmark: _Toc136153044][bookmark: _Toc136170715][bookmark: _Toc134700178]All enquiries relating to this Agreement must be directed to the individual or role listed as the authorised representative in Appendix 4.
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[bookmark: _Toc105139697][bookmark: _Toc230779256]General Provisions
[bookmark: _Toc105139698][bookmark: _Toc230779257]Scope of the Agreement
This Agreement shall apply to the provision of professional assistance under the management of the Customer, hereinafter referred to as “the Assistance”, as specified in Appendix 1. 

The Customer has specified its needs and requirements for the Assistance in Appendix 1 (The Customer’s specification of the Assistance). 

The Consultant has specified its assistance in Appendix 2 (The Consultant’s specification of the Assistance). 

The Consultant shall also participate in other activities requested by the Customer within the framework of the Agreement. 

The scope and execution of the Assistance have been described in further detail in the appendices below, which form part of the Agreement. 

“Agreement” refers to this general agreement text with appendices.

[bookmark: _Toc150576466][bookmark: _Toc153951067][bookmark: _Toc422860168][bookmark: _Toc423087558][bookmark: _Toc105139699][bookmark: _Toc230779258]Appendices to the Agreement
	All columns must be checked (Yes or No)
	Yes 
	No

	Appendix 1: The Customer’s specification of assistance
To be completed by the Customer.
	
	

	Appendix 2: The Consultant’s specification of assistance
To be completed by the Consultant. CVs and other specifications of the expertise, etc. held by the resources providing the Assistance requested by the Customer in Appendix 1 shall be included here.
	
	

	Appendix 3: Project and progress schedule
To be completed by the Consultant based on the overall instructions set down by the Customer.
	
	

	Appendix 4: Administrative provisions
Administrative provisions and other information of relevance to the Parties’ relationship. To be completed by the Consultant based on the overall instructions set down by the Customer in the Appendix.
	
	

	Appendix 5: Price and price provisions
Overview of all price elements linked to the implementation of this Agreement. To be completed by the Consultant based on the overall instructions set down by the Customer in the Appendix.
	
	

	Appendix 6: Amendments to the general agreement text
	
	

	Appendix 7: Amendments to the Agreement after the Agreement has been entered into
	
	

	Other appendices:
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc150332138][bookmark: _Toc150573634][bookmark: _Toc422860169][bookmark: _Toc423087559][bookmark: _Toc105139700][bookmark: _Toc230779259]Interpretation – Ranking
Amendments to the general agreement text must be collated in Appendix 6, unless the general agreement text refers such amendments to a different appendix. The following interpretation principles shall be used:

1. The general agreement text takes precedence over the appendices
2. Appendix 1 takes precedence over the other appendices
3. To the extent that it is clearly and unambiguously stated which clause or clauses have been amended, replaced or added to, the following shall apply:
a) Appendix 6 takes precedence over the general agreement text
b) If the general agreement text refers such amendments to a different appendix than Appendix 6, such amendments shall take precedence over the general agreement text
c) Appendix 7 takes precedence over the other appendices.
[bookmark: _Toc105139701][bookmark: _Toc230779260]Implementation of the Agreement
[bookmark: _Toc150573636][bookmark: _Toc422860171][bookmark: _Toc423087561][bookmark: _Toc105139702][bookmark: _Toc230779261]The Parties’ representatives
Upon entering into the Agreement, each Party shall appoint a representative that is authorised to act on behalf of the Party in matters relating to the Agreement. The authorised representatives of the Parties, as well as the procedures and notification deadlines for any replacement of such representatives, shall be further specified in Appendix 4.

[bookmark: _Toc150573367][bookmark: _Toc150573646][bookmark: _Toc422860181][bookmark: _Toc423087571][bookmark: _Toc105139703][bookmark: _Toc230779262]Meetings
If deemed necessary by a Party, the Party may, subject to a notice period of at least 3 (three) working days, convene a meeting with the other Party to discuss the contractual relationship and the way in which the Agreement is being executed.

Other deadlines and procedures for meetings can be agreed in Appendix 4.

[bookmark: _Toc105139704][bookmark: _Toc230779263]Risk and responsibility for communication and documentation 
Both Parties shall ensure proper communication, storage and security back-ups of documents and other materials of importance to the Assistance, regardless of format, including e-mail and other electronically stored materials. 

The Consultant shall bear the risk and responsibility for all material, regardless of format, that is damaged or destroyed while under the control of the Consultant.

[bookmark: _Toc422860184][bookmark: _Toc423087574][bookmark: _Toc105139705][bookmark: _Toc230779264]Written form requirements 
All notifications, claims or other messages linked to this Agreement shall be issued in writing to the postal address or electronic address specified in Appendix 4 for the enquiry type in question.
[bookmark: _Toc98823257][bookmark: _Toc105139706][bookmark: _Toc150573643][bookmark: _Toc422860177][bookmark: _Toc423087567][bookmark: _Toc230779265]Changes after conclusion of the Agreement 
If, after conclusion of the Agreement, the Consultant finds that the content or scope of the Assistance is changed, the Customer shall be notified in writing without undue delay. The Assistance shall otherwise be implemented at the agreed time and price. 

Changes or additions to the Agreement shall be agreed in writing. In Appendix 7, the Consultant must keep a running directory of such changes. The Consultant shall provide the Customer with an updated copy without undue delay.
[bookmark: _Toc105139707][bookmark: _Toc230779266]Duration, cancellation and temporary suspension of the Assistance
[bookmark: _Toc105139708][bookmark: _Toc230779267]Duration
Work must be started and concluded in accordance with the progress schedule set out in Appendix 3.

[bookmark: _Toc105139709][bookmark: _Toc230779268]Cancellation
The Assistance may be cancelled by the Customer subject to a written notice period of 30 (thirty) days. 

In the event of cancellation prior to the conclusion of the Assistance, the Customer shall pay:

1. The amount owed to the Consultant for completed work.
2. The Consultant’s documented costs incurred in connection with the redistribution of personnel and
3. Other direct costs incurred by the Consultant as a result of the cancellation.

Other cancellation fees may be agreed in Appendix 5. 

[bookmark: _Toc105139710][bookmark: _Toc230779269]Temporary suspension of the Assistance
Subject to a written notice period of no less than 5 (five) days, the Customer may demand the temporary suspension of the Assistance. The notification shall specify when the Assistance must be suspended and when it is scheduled to resume.

In the event of a temporary suspension, the Customer shall provide compensation for:

The Consultant’s documented costs incurred in connection with the redistribution of personnel and
Other direct costs incurred by the Consultant as a result of the suspension.

If the Assistance has been suspended for a period of more than 120 (one hundred and twenty) consecutive days, the Consultant may terminate the Agreement by issuing written notice to the Customer. If, within 14 (fourteen) days of receiving such notice, the Customer does not issue written notice for the Assistance to resume, the cancellation provisions set out in Section 4.2 shall apply.
[bookmark: _Toc105139711][bookmark: _Toc230779270]The Parties’ obligations
[bookmark: _Toc105139712][bookmark: _Toc230779271]Overall responsibilities 
[bookmark: _Toc105139713][bookmark: _Toc230779272]The Consultant’s responsibilities and expertise
The Consultant shall provide the Assistance in accordance with this Agreement, in a sound professional manner and in accordance with recognised methods and standards.

The Consultant shall use any standards and/or methods and similar that the Customer has specified in Appendix 1.

The Customer shall be given the opportunity to check and verify the Consultant’s work and that the specified standards/methods are used.

The Consultant shall cooperate with integrity and safeguard the interests of the Customer. 

Any enquiries from the Customer shall be answered without undue delay.

The Consultant shall, without undue delay, report any matters that the Consultant understands or should understand may have an impact on the execution of the Assistance, including any anticipated delays.

[bookmark: _Toc105139714][bookmark: _Toc230779273]The Customer’s responsibility for facilitation and contribution
The Customer shall contribute loyally to the execution of the Assistance. 

Any enquiries from the Consultant shall be answered without undue delay.

The Customer shall, without undue delay, report any matters that the Customer understands or should understand may have an impact on the implementation of the Assistance, including any anticipated delays.

[bookmark: _Toc150573637][bookmark: _Toc422860172][bookmark: _Toc423087562][bookmark: _Toc423429003][bookmark: _Toc105139715][bookmark: _Toc230779274]Key personnel
The Consultant’s key personnel in connection with the implementation of the Assistance shall be specified in Appendix 4.

Changes to the Consultant’s key personnel shall be approved by the Customer. Approval shall not be denied without justified grounds. 

In the event of a change of personnel due to circumstances for which the Consultant is responsible, the Consultant shall bear the costs associated with the transfer of expertise to the new personnel.

[bookmark: _Toc105139716][bookmark: _Toc230779275]Duty of confidentiality
Information that the Parties become aware of in connection with the Agreement and the execution of the Agreement shall be treated confidentially and shall not be disclosed to third parties without the consent of the other Party unless there are no legitimate interests that dictate that the information should be kept secret. Third parties refers to anyone that does not have a substantive need for access to the information in order to perform their duties under the Agreement.

If the Customer is a public sector enterprise, the Customer’s duty of confidentiality under this provision shall be no more extensive than what arises from the Act of 10 February 1967 on public administration (Public Administration Act) or equivalent sector-specific regulations. 

The duty of confidentiality under this provision shall not interfere with statutory rights of access to information.

The duty of confidentiality shall apply to the Parties’ employees, subcontractors and other parties contributing to or acting on behalf of the Parties in connection with the execution of the Agreement.

The duty of confidentiality shall lapse five (5) years after the termination of the Agreement, unless otherwise agreed in Appendix 4 or stipulated by laws or regulations.

[bookmark: _Toc208293704][bookmark: _Toc213426344][bookmark: _Toc422860179][bookmark: _Toc423087569][bookmark: _Toc105139717][bookmark: _Toc230779276]Pay and working conditions
[bookmark: _Toc201048238][bookmark: _Toc208293712][bookmark: _Toc213426524][bookmark: _Toc150573649][bookmark: _Toc230779277]General
The following shall apply to agreements subject to the regulations of 8 February 2008 no. 112 on pay and working conditions in public contracts:

1. In areas covered by the regulations on general collective agreements, the Consultant shall ensure that its own employees and employees of any subcontractors that contribute directly to the fulfilment of the Consultant’s obligations under this Agreement do not have worse pay and working conditions than what follows from the regulations under which the collective agreement has been applied. 
2. In areas not covered by the regulations on general application of collective agreements, the Consultant shall ensure that the same employees do not have worse pay and working conditions than what follows from the applicable nationwide collective agreement for the industry in question. 

This applies to work performed in Norway. 

All agreements entered into by the Consultant that involve the execution of work that contributes directly to the fulfilment of the Consultant’s obligations under this Agreement shall include corresponding conditions. 

[bookmark: _Toc230779278]Documentation
Upon written request from the Customer, the Consultant shall submit documentation of the pay and working conditions that are applied. The Customer and Consultant may separately require that information be presented to an independent third party that the Consultant has commissioned to examine whether the requirements set down in this provision have been met. The Consultant may require the third party to have also signed a declaration stating that the information shall not be used for purposes other than ensuring the fulfilment of the Consultant’s obligations under this provision. This documentation requirement shall also apply to subcontractors.

[bookmark: _Hlk153542622]Upon written request and subject to a reasonable deadline, the Consultant shall be required to document the pay and working conditions of its own employees, as well as any subcontractors’ employees (including contractors) who directly contribute to the fulfilment of the contract. 

In the event of a breach of the documentation duty, the Customer shall be entitled to impose a daily penalty that shall not be less than NOK 1,500 per day. Higher daily penalties can be agreed in Appendix 4.

[bookmark: _Toc422860185][bookmark: _Toc423087575][bookmark: _Toc105139718][bookmark: _Toc230779279]Non-compliance
In the event of non-compliance with the requirements relating to pay and working conditions, the Consultant shall remedy the matter. In the event of non-compliance on the part of a subcontractor (including staffing companies), the duty to remedy shall be limited to any requests submitted in writing within three months of the salary due date for claims arising both under general collective agreements and nationwide collective agreements. The conditions and limitations arising from Section 13 of the act relating to general application of wage agreements etc. of 4 June 1993 shall apply in both cases. 

If the Consultant fails to comply with this requirement, the Customer shall be entitled to withhold parts of the contract sum, corresponding to 2 (two) times the Consultant’s saving. The right to withhold shall lapse as soon as remediation pursuant to the previous paragraph has been documented.

Compliance with the Consultant’s requirements as mentioned above shall be documented in Appendix 4. If documentation has been submitted to an independent third party, a statement from the third party may be accepted as documentation of compliance between the collective agreement in question and the actual pay and working conditions in order to demonstrate compliance with the Consultant and any subcontractors’ obligations.  

Further details concerning the implementation of this Section 5.4 may be agreed in Appendix 4.
[bookmark: _Toc230779280]Payment and terms of payment
[bookmark: _Toc150573650][bookmark: _Toc422860186][bookmark: _Toc423087576][bookmark: _Toc105139719][bookmark: _Toc230779281]Payment
The payment and terms of payment shall be stipulated in Appendix 5. Unless otherwise specified in Appendix 5, all prices shall be specified exclusive of value-added tax. All prices shall be specified in Norwegian kroner.

Expenses, including travel and per diem expenses, shall be covered only to the extent agreed. Any such agreed travel and per diem expenses shall be specified separately and shall be covered in accordance with the government’s applicable rates, unless otherwise agreed. Travel time shall be covered only if agreed in Appendix 5.

[bookmark: _Toc150573651][bookmark: _Toc422860187][bookmark: _Toc423087577][bookmark: _Toc105139720][bookmark: _Toc230779282]Invoicing
Invoicing shall take place monthly in arrears, unless otherwise agreed in Appendix 5. The invoiced amount shall apply to the time spent until the invoice date, as well as coverage of any expenses incurred during the same period.

Payment shall take place within 30 (thirty) days of receipt of invoice. The Consultant’s invoices shall be itemised and documented so that they can be verified by the Customer. All invoices for hours elapsed shall be accompanied by a detailed specification of the hours accrued. Expenses and other costs shall be specified separately.

If the Customer is a public sector enterprise, the Consultant shall be required to use electronic invoicing in an approved standard format in accordance with the regulations dated 2 April 2019 concerning electronic invoicing in public procurements.

If the Consultant is unable to fulfil the requirements concerning the use of electronic invoices, the Customer may withhold payment until an electronic invoice in an approved standard format is submitted. The Customer shall notify the Supplier of this without undue delay. If such a notification has been issued, the payment deadline shall run from the date on which the electronic invoice is submitted in an approved standard format.

If the information contained in the invoice or invoice specification includes information that is subject to statutory confidentiality and there will be a risk of disclosure of such information, the electronic invoice requirements may be waived, unless there are satisfactory technical security solutions that can ensure that confidentiality is maintained.

The Consultant shall bear any costs associated with electronic invoicing itself.

The payment schedule and other terms of payment shall be specified in Appendix 5.

[bookmark: _Toc150573652][bookmark: _Toc422860188][bookmark: _Toc423087578][bookmark: _Toc105139721][bookmark: _Toc230779283]Interest on overdue payments
If the Customer fails to make payment at the agreed time, the Consultant shall be entitled to interest on the amount overdue for payment pursuant to the act of 17 December 1976, no. 100 relating to interest on overdue payments, etc.

[bookmark: _Toc150573653][bookmark: _Toc422860189][bookmark: _Toc423087579][bookmark: _Toc105139722][bookmark: _Toc230779284]Payment default
If overdue payment plus interest is not made within 30 (thirty) calendar days of the due date, the Consultant may issue a written notice to the Customer that the Agreement will be terminated if  settlement has not been made within 60 (sixty) days of the notice having been received.

The Agreement cannot be terminated if the Customer settles the overdue payment plus interest by the expiration of the deadline.

[bookmark: _Toc150573654][bookmark: _Toc422860190][bookmark: _Toc423087580][bookmark: _Toc105139723][bookmark: _Toc230779285]Price changes
Prices are subject to change to the extent that the rules relating to government taxes change with effect for the Consultant’s payment or costs. The Consultant must submit and document such requirements in writing.

The price may be subject to change at the end of each year but shall be limited to an amount that does not equate to more than the increase in Statistics Norway’s consumer price index (the total index), initially based on the index for the month in which the Agreement was entered into, unless another index has been agreed in Appendix 5.

Any other provisions relating to price changes shall be specified in Appendix 5.
[bookmark: _Toc150573655][bookmark: _Toc422860191][bookmark: _Toc423087581][bookmark: _Toc105139724][bookmark: _Toc230779286]Copyright and right of ownership
Right of ownership, copyright and other relevant material and intellectual property rights relating to the results of the Assistance shall fall to the Customer when payment has been made, unless otherwise agreed in Appendix 6 and subject to any limitations arising from other agreements or mandatory law.

Such rights also include the right to modify and transfer, cf. Section 68 of the act of 15 June 2018 no. 40 on copyright to intellectual property, etc. (Copyright Act). 

The Consultant shall retain the rights to its own tools and methodological data. Both Parties may also exploit general knowledge (know-how) that is not confidential and that the Parties have acquired in connection with the Assistance.

The Customer (and its rightsholders) retains its rights to data made available to the Consultant and acquires the rights to data that is collected, processed, edited, generated, arises, or is otherwise managed in accordance with this Agreement. The same shall apply to the results of the processing of such data. The Customer shall at all times have access to its data that is made available to the Consultant, and to the results of the Consultant’s processing of such data.  Under no circumstances shall the Consultant be entitled to exercise the right to withhold regarding the Customer’s data. If the Customer is not in possession of all such data upon termination of the Agreement, the Consultant shall make the data available to the Customer, or to a party designated by the Customer, in a commonly used and machine-readable format. The Customer may specify other terms and conditions in Appendix 1.
[bookmark: _Toc150573656][bookmark: _Toc422860192][bookmark: _Toc423087582][bookmark: _Toc105139725][bookmark: _Toc230779287]Breach of contract
[bookmark: _Toc422860193][bookmark: _Toc423087583][bookmark: _Toc105139726][bookmark: _Toc230779288]What is considered breach of contract
A breach of contract shall be deemed to exist if either Party fails to fulfil its obligations under the Agreement and this is not due to factors that the other Party is responsible for or force majeure.

The Customer shall lodge any complaints without undue delay after the breach of contract has been or should have been discovered.

[bookmark: _Toc201637324][bookmark: _Toc422860194][bookmark: _Toc423087584][bookmark: _Toc105139727][bookmark: _Toc230779289]Notification requirement
In the event that one of the Parties is unable to fulfil its obligations as agreed, the Party shall notify the other Party in writing as soon as possible. The notification shall specify the cause of the issue and, to the extent possible, specify when the Assistance can be delivered. The same shall apply if further delays must be expected after the initial notice has been issued. 

An estimate of the number of hours and the rules for reporting hours being exceeded shall be specified in Appendix 5. 

[bookmark: _Toc201637325][bookmark: _Toc422860195][bookmark: _Toc423087585][bookmark: _Toc105139728][bookmark: _Toc230779290]Sanctions in the event of breach of contract
[bookmark: _Toc27203126][bookmark: _Toc27204308][bookmark: _Toc27204466][bookmark: _Toc114459923][bookmark: _Toc120952927][bookmark: _Toc136061403][bookmark: _Toc136153120][bookmark: _Toc136170791][bookmark: _Toc139680168][bookmark: _Toc146424392][bookmark: _Toc150576502][bookmark: _Toc213426373][bookmark: _Toc422860197][bookmark: _Toc423087587][bookmark: _Toc105139729][bookmark: _Toc136061400][bookmark: _Toc136153116][bookmark: _Toc136170787][bookmark: _Toc139680165][bookmark: _Toc146424390][bookmark: _Toc150576500][bookmark: _Toc213426371][bookmark: _Toc422860196][bookmark: _Toc423087586][bookmark: _Toc201637331][bookmark: _Toc230779291]Price reductions
The Customer shall be entitled to request a proportionate reduction in price if, despite repeated attempts, the Consultant is unable to remedy a breach.

[bookmark: _Toc105139730][bookmark: _Toc230779292]Right to withhold 
In the event of breach of contract on the part of the Consultant, the Customer may withhold payment, but not obviously more than what is necessary to secure the Customer’s claims resulting from the breach of contract. 

The Consultant may not withhold the Assistance as a result of breach on the part of the Customer, unless such breach is material in nature.

[bookmark: _Toc422860198][bookmark: _Toc423087588][bookmark: _Toc105139731][bookmark: _Toc230779293]Termination and termination settlement
In the event of material breach of contract, the other Party may, after providing the defaulting Party with reasonable written notice to rectify the matter, terminate the Agreement in full or in part with immediate effect. Termination may not take place if the defaulting Party rectifies the breach before the expiration of the deadline.

If the performance up to the termination date is of limited or no utility to the Customer, the Customer may, in connection with termination, request repayment of any payment made for hours elapsed and any expenses paid to the Consultant under the agreement plus interest corresponding to NIBOR plus 1 (one) percentage point from the date on which payment was made.

Otherwise and to the extent the Customer is able to utilise parts of the Assistance as intended, the Customer shall pay for the parts of the Assistance performed prior to the termination date, less any price reduction according to Section 8.3.1.

[bookmark: _Toc422860199][bookmark: _Toc423087589][bookmark: _Toc105139732][bookmark: _Toc230779294]Compensation
The Parties may claim compensation for any direct loss, including additional costs incurred due to cover purchases, losses incurred due to additional work and other direct costs incurred in connection with delays, defects or other breach of contract arising pursuant to Section 8.1, unless the defaulting Party accepts that the breach or cause of the breach did not arise due to breach on the part of the other Party.

[bookmark: _Toc153682144][bookmark: _Toc201048284][bookmark: _Toc201051175][bookmark: _Toc201637332][bookmark: _Toc422860200][bookmark: _Toc423087590][bookmark: _Toc105139733][bookmark: _Toc230779295]Limitation of compensation
The Parties cannot claim compensation for indirect losses. Indirect losses include but are not limited to lost earnings of any kind, lost savings, loss of data and claims from third parties, with the exception of any imposed liability for compensation for legal defects.

Total compensation during the term of the Agreement shall be limited to an amount corresponding to the contract sum, excluding value-added tax, or an agreed estimate for the Assistance. 

Nevertheless, these limitations shall not apply if the defaulting Party or anyone for which it is responsible has acted with gross negligence or wilful intent.
[bookmark: _Toc150573657][bookmark: _Toc422860201][bookmark: _Toc423087591][bookmark: _Toc105139734][bookmark: _Toc230779296]Other provisions
[bookmark: _Toc150573658][bookmark: _Toc422860202][bookmark: _Toc423087592][bookmark: _Toc105139735][bookmark: _Toc230779297]Insurance
[bookmark: _Toc105139736][bookmark: _Toc230779298]The Customer’s insurance
If the Customer is a public sector enterprise, the Customer shall be a self-insurer. The Customer shall take out the necessary insurance to cover any claims from the Consultant that arise in relation to the Customer’s risk or liability under this Agreement within the framework of general terms and conditions of insurance if the Customer is not a self-insurer.

[bookmark: _Toc105139737][bookmark: _Toc230779299]The Consultant’s insurance
The Consultant shall take out the necessary insurance to cover any claims from the Customer that arise in relation to the Consultant’s risk or liability under this Agreement within the framework of general terms and conditions of insurance. This obligation shall be deemed to have been satisfied if the Consultant takes out liability and risk insurance on terms and conditions that are considered common within Norwegian insurance activities.

[bookmark: _Toc150573659][bookmark: _Toc422860203][bookmark: _Toc423087593][bookmark: _Toc105139738][bookmark: _Toc230779300]Transfer of rights and obligations
[bookmark: _Toc105139739][bookmark: _Toc230779301]The Customer’s transfer
If the Customer is a public sector enterprise, the Customer may transfer its rights and obligations under this Agreement to another public sector enterprise or legal entity that is wholly owned by a public sector or local authority enterprise.  

If the Customer is not a public sector enterprise, the Customer may transfer its rights and obligations under this Agreement to a subsidiary or other company within the same group, but the Customer shall be jointly and severally liable for the payment obligation unless the Consultant has consented to the transfer. The Consultant’s consent shall be required for transfer to companies other than those mentioned in the first and second paragraph. Consent shall not be refused without justified grounds.

The enterprise that assumes the rights and obligations under such a transfer shall be entitled to similar terms, provided that the rights and obligations under the Agreement are transferred collectively.

[bookmark: _Toc105139740][bookmark: _Toc230779302]The Consultant’s transfer
The Consultant may only transfer its rights and obligations under the Agreement subject to the written consent of the Customer. This shall also apply if the Consultant is divided into multiple undertakings or if the transfer is made to a subsidiary or other undertaking within the same group, but not if the Consultant merges with another company. Consent shall not be refused without justified grounds.

The Consultant’s right to transfer in the section above shall apply only if the new consultant meets the original qualification requirements, there are no other material changes to the contract and transfer does not take place for the purpose of circumventing the regulations relating to public procurements.

The right to remuneration under this Agreement may be freely transferred. Such transfer shall not relieve the Party in question of its obligations and liability.

[bookmark: _Toc150573660][bookmark: _Toc422860204][bookmark: _Toc423087594][bookmark: _Toc105139741][bookmark: _Toc230779303]Bankruptcy, composition of debt, etc.
In the event that debt negotiations or composition of debt or bankruptcy proceedings are opened in connection with the Consultant’s activities or if other forms of creditor control apply, the Customer shall be entitled to terminate the Agreement with immediate effect, unless otherwise provided for by mandatory law.

[bookmark: _Toc150573661][bookmark: _Toc422860205][bookmark: _Toc423087595][bookmark: _Toc105139742][bookmark: _Toc230779304]Force majeure
In the event of an extraordinary situation that falls outside the Parties’ control and that makes it impossible or disproportionately difficult to fulfil obligations under this Agreement and that must be considered force majeure under Norwegian law, the counterparty shall be notified of the matter as soon as possible. The affected Party’s obligations shall be suspended for as long as the extraordinary situation persists. The other Party’s return service shall be suspended for the same period of time.

In force majeure situations, the counterparty may only terminate the Agreement subject to the consent of the affected Party or if the situation persists or is expected to persist for more than 90 (ninety) calendar days, calculated from the time at which the situation arose and then only subject to a notice period of 15 (fifteen) calendar days. 

In connection with force majeure situations, the Parties shall have a mutual duty to provide information to each other regarding all matters that must be assumed to be of importance to the other Party. Such information shall be provided as soon as possible.
[bookmark: _Toc150573662][bookmark: _Toc422860206][bookmark: _Toc423087596][bookmark: _Toc105139743][bookmark: _Toc230779305]Disputes
[bookmark: _Toc150573664][bookmark: _Toc422860208][bookmark: _Toc423087598][bookmark: _Toc105139744][bookmark: _Toc230779306]Negotiations
In the event of any disputes between the Parties concerning the interpretation or legal effects of this Agreement, attempts should initially be made to resolve such disputes through negotiations.

[bookmark: _Toc150573665][bookmark: _Toc422860209][bookmark: _Toc423087599][bookmark: _Toc105139745][bookmark: _Toc230779307]Mediation
In the event that a dispute arising in connection with this Agreement cannot be resolved through negotiations, the Parties may attempt to resolve the dispute through mediation.

The further procedure for mediation shall be determined by the mediator in consultation with the Parties.

[bookmark: _Toc105139746][bookmark: _Toc230779308]Choice of law and legal venue
The Parties’ rights and obligations under this Agreement shall be determined in full by Norwegian law.

In the event that a dispute cannot be resolved through negotiations or mediation, either Party may request that the dispute be settled with final effect in the Norwegian courts.

The legal venue shall correspond to the Customer’s business address.

The Parties may alternatively agree that the dispute will be settled with final effect through arbitration.
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